Partnering + Planning - Projecting

Watershed Planning Subcommittee

Minutes of January 25, 2010, Meeting

Public/Agencies

Mitch Basefsky, CAP Melaney Seacat, PCRWRD
David Benjes, PCDOT Sydney Smith, CMID
Sheila Bowen, Town of Sahuarita Terry Sprouse, Ph.D., NEMO
Kathy Chavez, PC RWRD James C. Summerset, NEMO
Anthony Cuaron, Town of Marana Jeff Tannler, ADWR (presenter)
Carie Deatherage, WRRC (presenter) Kristine Uhlman, Chair,
Jim DuBois, PCRWRD UA WRRC (presenter)
Vicki France, PCNRCD Bob Wallin, ADEQ
Greg Hess, Clear Creek Association Howard Ward, Terra Systems SW Inc.
Bev Hester, COT
Kendall Kroesen, Tucson Audubon PAG Staff
Karen LaMartina, Tucson Water Steve Matthews
Nathan Lehman, Bureau of Reclamation =~ Mead Mier
James MacAdam, WMG (presenter) Joan Reedy
Claire Zucker
1. Call to Order and Introductions
The meeting was called to order by Chair Kristine Uhlman at 1:34 p.m. and introductions
were made.
2, In-Kind Form
An in-kind form was routed among attendees.
3. Approval of Minutes
Motion was made by Mitch Basefsky to approve the minutes of October 26, 2009,
and seconded by Kathy Chavez. Approved.
4. Announcements and Call to the Audience

Mead Mier announced that she has just completed the annual report for Cienega Creek
hydrological monitoring and the results are on the PAG Web site and the PAG library. Ms.
Mier also shared the date of the next Pharmaceutical meeting which will be held on Feb.
24,

Melaney Seacat said they have completed the Water Study, Phase Il report, and are in the
planning stages for the next steps of implementing the report recommendations. Ms.
Seacat said that most of the recommendations are geared toward city/county
implementation but there is a subset of 14 recommendations requiring a regional
approach. The county adopted a resolution that suggested that PAG could be a



convener of a regional approach. She finished by saying that the Web site is still active
and she encouraged further public comment.

Ms. Uhlman said the Feb. 5 Brown Bag meeting at the Water Resources Research Center
with Ben Grumbles has been canceled, due to a conflict with the date and time.

Claire Zucker encouraged online registration for the Beat Back Buffelgrass Day event
being held Feb. 6. A link to the event can be accessed through the PAG Web site. This
year there are 12 sites with the opportunity of having 500 or more volunteers.

Sustainability of the Arizona Department of Water Resources (ADWR) in 2010

Jeff Tannler, Area Director of the ADWR Tucson AMA Office, spoke to the Subcommittee
about the directions, priorities and challenges for the state regulatory agency. Mr.
Tannler reviewed the functions of ADWR which is responsible for administering both the
groundwater code and surface water law, except where it deals with water quality. All
state agencies are facing fund reductions and reductions in force. The IT section at
ADWR was hit the hardest where as Assured Water Supply, permitting and modeling
were less impacted. Mr. Tannler continued with current and upcoming fiscal year agency
budget issues and the option of self-funding, which is being discussed with stakeholders.
Despite challenges to raising taxes, the state has proposed that ADWR be entirely self
funded by 2011. The Tucson AMA has had some staff shifts, but they haven’t lost any
people this round. The Subcommittee discussed the pros and cons of the various
proposed self -funding methods, such as withdrawal fees and water user fees. They also
inquired into which projects may be affected. There may be delays to the AMA safe yield
assessment and the Management Plan.

PowerPoint: ADWR Budget/Funding FY 2010 and beyond, January 25, 2010, Jeff Tannler,
Arizona Department of Water Resources.

Contact Information: Jeff Tannler, Tucson Active Management Area, Arizona Department
of Water Resources, E-mail: jmtannler@azwater.qgov or visit www.azwater.gov/TAMA

A Neighborhood Model to Address Urban Stormwater Pollution

James MacAdam, Watershed Outreach Coordinator for the Watershed Management
Group (WMGQG), presented an overview of the “Green Streets and Green Neighborhoods
program” to address urban stormwater pollution. Their projects in the Rincon Heights
neighborhood are a neighborhood-centered approach to resource management
integrated with livability issues. WMG is non-profit which works in sustainable resource
management and the projects discussed are funded through a two-year water quality
education grant given by the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ). The
WMG educational model focuses on teaching and mobilizing residents to implement
small-scale stormwater Best Management Practices (BMPs). Mr. MacAdam explained that
these community-driven activities are in demand. The goal is to increase awareness of
non-source point pollution and change contributing behaviors. WMG works in green
infrastructure which he defined as vegetative infrastructure that uses natural processes
to accomplish an end result such as reducing temperatures, creating a wildlife habitat
and improving aesthetics in neighborhoods. He is writing a lay person’s manual called
Green Infrastructure for Neighborhoods which covers risk management and working
with the local government. He is also working on an Urban Forestry grant to create
design standards.
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