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Air Quality Info

PAG Travel Reduction Program Workshop

Beth Gorman, Senior Program Manager
Pima County Department of Environmental Quality



Presentation Agenda

üWhy Do We Have the TRP?

üWhat Is In Our Air?

üWhat Can We Do to Keep Our Air Healthy?

(How to Keep Beth/PDEQ From Nagging You?)



Why Travel Reduction 
Program?

ÅTucson area violated air quality standards for 
carbon monoxide (CO) in the past.

ÅWhen there are violations ï

1. determine major sources

2. determine best way to 

reduce that particular 

air pollutant. 



Why Travel Reduction Program? (contôd.)

ÅDetermined major source of CO

- Motor vehicles

ÅBest ways to reduce CO

ïspecial winter gasoline

ïthe vehicle emission testing program

ïimproved mass transit

ïPAG Travel Reduction Program & 

ïPDEQ Clean Air Program were both created 

to encourage businesses/general public 

to drive less and keep the air healthy.



What is in Our Air?

PDEQ is the Air Quality 
Control District for Pima Co.

Provide Regional Monitoring: 
Tucson, 
Marana, 
South Tucson, 
Green Valley, & unincorporated 
Pima County

Over 18 different monitoring sites



What is in Our Air? (contôd.)

ÅEPA Criteria Air Pollutants
- CO, O3, PM2.5, PM10, SO2, NO2, Pb
- Beryllium ï5 special purpose monitors

ÅHourly air quality data is available
ïwww.AirInfoNow.org
ï882-4AIR

ÅNo unhealthy air days this year

ÅCurrently in attainment for all criteria pollutants, 
however we are very close to the standard for 
ground-level ozone and sometimes have 
problems with particulate matter.



Ground -Level Ozone Pollution 
Is a Concern

Ozone readings at various monitoring sites are near the old standard. 
EPA has proposed reducing the standard to be even more protective 
of our health.


