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ADVISORIES
Scoping Process for Abandoned Mines in Arizona National Parks

The National Park Service (NPS) is preparing a plan to correct the health and safety hazards of abandoned mine lands in Coronado National Memorial, Grand Canyon National Park, Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument and in Saguaro National Park. An Environmental Assessment (EA) will be prepared in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to provide a decision-making framework. The NPS encourages public participation throughout the NEPA process and allows two opportunities for public comment: Public Scoping Process (Aug. 10 to Sept. 8, 2009) and the Public Review of the EA (Jan. 2010).Comments can be submitted on line at: http://parkplanning.nps.gov for one of the four parks (Coronado NM # 24740; Grand Canyon NP #26114; Organ Pipe NM #26006, or Saguaro NP #26256). All comments due by Sept. 8, 2009. Written comments can be submitted (or hand delivered to Visitor Centers at the various parks) for those unable to submit electronic copies at:  AML Closure EA Coronado National Memorial, 4101 E. Montezuma Canyon Rd, Hereford, AZ 85615; AML Closure EA Grand Canyon National Park, P.O. Box 129, Grand Canyon AZ 86023-0129; AML Closure EA Organ Pipe Cactus National, 10 Organ Pipe Drive, Ajo, AZ 85321-9626; AML Closure EA, Saguaro National Park, 3693 S. Old Spanish Trail, Tucson AZ 85730-5601. (Aug. 10, 2009).
EVENTS OF INTEREST
Community Environmental Calendar 
Buffelgrass Workday in the Watermans- August 29

The “Save the Watermans” campaign of Friends of Ironwood Forest National Monument to eradicate buffelgrass from the Turkshead/Elephant Tree areas of the Watermans continues this monsoon season with glyphosate spraying of buffelgrass set aside Aug 29, 2009, for the effort.  Digging bars and picks will be provided for those who do not want to use the backpack sprayers. The group will meet at 6:30 am at the Marana Airport on Avra Valley Road. Wear sturdy shoes, a good hat, sunscreen and bring ample water. RSVP to csfunicelli@gmail.com  or 520-991-9109.

Nectar Feeding Bat Survey Volunteers Needed

If you had your feeders drained at night last year or are willing to participate in a hummingbird feeder monitoring project this year, contact Ted Fleming, Adjunct Professor, University of Arizona, at ted@sonaura.net  with your name, address (cross streets are fine) ZIP code and the general dates that you noticed your feeders drained. More information about the project and monitoring protocol can be found at www.marana.com/bats. Any photos of the bats using the feeders are also extremely useful. If you don’t have access to e-mail, please leave a message at (520) 797-5609. (Sept. 09)

Buffelgrass Outreach Volunteer Training

Attend the Sept.10, 2009 workshop from 9:00 a.m. to noon at the Brandi Fenton Park, 3482 E. River Rd., Tucson, for latest information on the buffelgrass invasion in the Sonoran Desert. Designed for prospective Buffelgrass Outreach Volunteers, the training will show the PowerPoint and video currently presented by Pima County volunteers to local community groups.  Extensive background information on buffelgrass and fountain grass will be provided, including weed identification, how they became a serious threat and control measures to prevent their spread into natural and urban areas. Upon completion of the training, Buffelgrass Outreach Volunteers will be called upon to provide presentations to local groups and to staff Pima County buffelgrass informational booths at local community events. No fee; reservations required. For more information contact: Meg Quinn at 520-615-7855 x 105 or meg.quinn@pima.gov
Adopt-a-Highway Clean-up

The Southern Arizona Environmental Management Society (SAEMS) hosts periodic clean up events throughout the year. The next event is scheduled for Sept. 11, 2009. Volunteers meet between 7:00 and 7:30 a.m., for a safety briefing; the project begins at 8:00 a.m. Wear long pants, long sleeves, closed-toed shoes, a hat and sunscreen. Safety vests, leather gloves, litter tongs and collection bags are provided. Bottled water, soda and snacks will be provided. A small prize will be given for the most interesting "treasure" found during the cleanup. After the clean-up, SAEMS will host a breakfast at the Triple T. RSVP to Barb Ricca at ricca@us.ibm.com

 HYPERLINK "mailto:barbicca@yahoo.com"  to volunteer for the cleanup.

Tanque Verde Weedwackers:

The next buffelgrass pulling date is Sept. 18. Join the faithful crew for this event. More info: sawynd@aol.com
University of Arizona Discovery Days 
University scientists are offering a series of educational opportunities at the Mt. Lemmon Sky Center from August through November 2009; most programs are from 10:00 am-12:00 pm, unless otherwise noted.  For information contact:  Joe Hoscheidt, DiscoveryDays Coordinator, 933 N. Cherry Avenue Tucson, Arizona 85721 520-626-8122; http://skycenter.arizona.edu
Sept. 12, 2009: Dendrochronology: Much More than Counting Tree Rings.  Rex Adams, University of Arizona’s Laboratory of Tree Ring Research, deciphers what trees reveal through the examination of their growth patterns. 
Sept. 26, 2009: Photography on the Sky Island: The Difference Between Looking and Seeing. Dr. John Schaefer (former UA president, founder of the Center for Creative Photography and author of several photographic books) will share his expertise with participants as they learn how to isolate a subject to capture its essence. (9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.)

Oct. 10, 2009: Sky Island Geology: Formation of the Santa Catalinas Dr. Gary Huckleberry discusses the importance of the geologic processes that have shaped the Catalina Mountains and helped to create the unique Sky Island region of the Sonoran Desert.

Oct. 24, 2009: Living in a Celestial Shooting Gallery: The Hunt for Hazardous Asteroid. Ed Beshore, University of Arizona’s Lunar and Planetary Laboratory, discusses how asteroids have made a lasting impression on the earth’s history and could very well impact our future.

Nov. 7, 2009: Build Your Own GalileoScope. Dr. Don McCarthy, University of Arizona’s Steward Observatory, explains how telescopes have helped shape our view of the universe and then guides participants as they build their own.

Sun Power - Educational Program for Families

Tucson Children's Museum is holding a free solar event for the whole family on Sept. 7, 2009, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 200 S. 6th Ave. For more information, contact Brooke at (520) 792-9985, ext. 114 or brookess@tucsonchildrensmuseum.org.

2009 Pollution Prevention (P2) Seminar: Sustainability Toolkit

The Southern Arizona Environmental Management Society(SAEMS) is hosting the  2009 P2 seminar, Sustainability Toolkit, Sept. 30, 2009, at the Manning House, 450 W. Paseo Redondo, Tucson. The 2009 seminar will focus on ways to use pollution prevention methods to maximize resource productivity, improve corporate citizenship, save money and reduce regulatory burden. Learn basic and advanced elements of an effective pollution prevention program and ways to reduce environmental footprints through sustainable programs. http://www.saems.org/seminars_frameset.htm
Research Insights in Semiarid Ecosystems (RISE) Symposium 
The sixth annual RISE symposium will be held on Oct. 3, 2009, on the University of Arizona campus, Marley Building, Rm. 230.  The objectives of the symposium are to share recent results of scientific research at the USDA-ARS Walnut Gulch Experimental Watershed (WGEW) and the University of Arizona Santa Rita Experimental Range (SRER), to encourage future research activities at the WGEW and the SRER and to promote the WGEW and the SRER as outdoor scientific laboratories. The deadline for registration is Sept. 18, 2009. For information on the program, registration and poster submission:  http://www.tucson.ars.ag.gov/rise/index.htm
Water and Land for Renewable Energy in the Southwest Workshop

The Southwest Hydrological society will host a workshop on Oct. 22-23, 2009, at the Marriott University Park Hotel, Tucson. http://chubasco.hwr.arizona.edu/renewable/
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Climate Diagnostics and Prediction Workshop

NOAA's 34th Climate Diagnostics and Prediction Workshop will be held in Monterey, California 
Oct. 26–30, 2009. The primary focus areas will include recent climate events, coupled atmosphere-ocean modeling of the climate system, the impact of global-scale climate variations on western U.S. weather and climate, shifts in climate means and interdecadal variations and the application of climate science in decision making. Lodging and registration deadline: Sept. 25, 2009. For information: http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/outreach/CDPW34.shtm  
Buffelgrass/Invasive Plant Removal Efforts: 

 - Sonoran Desert Weedwackers (Tucson Mountains area) typically on the third Saturday and the second Wednesday of each month. Contact Marilyn at: mfhanson@comcast.net; 579-6525.
- Tanque Verde Valley Weedwackers (Irvington Rd. /Pantano Rd. vicinity) typically on the first Saturday of each month. Contact Sally at: sawynd@aol.com ; 749-2184.
- Saguaro National Park East (Old Spanish Trail just north of Escalante), continuation of an invasive plant removal project on the second Saturday of each month. Contact Bethany Hontz, bethany_hontz@nps.gov; 733-5187.
- Sabino Canyon Recreation Area: Giant reed grass removal projects take place on the first Sunday of each month, as well as periodically on Saturdays in mid-month. Projects are suspended until October 2009, but if interested in future events contact Kendall at tucson.arundo@gmail.com; 971-2385 or Jim Washburne, 626-4107, jwash@hwr.arizona.edu
- Marana buffelgrass volunteers: sign up at:  www.marana.com, and click on "Notify Me" in the column on the left of the home page, or contact: rkunsberg@marana.com.
- Town of Oro Valley: Volunteers needed periodically to help remove buffelgrass and fountain grass. Tools and bags provided, but wear sturdy boots, hat, work gloves, long-sleeve shirts, long pants and sunscreen; bring plenty of water, shovels and bars if possible. There will be a 5-10 minute safety briefing and information about the grasses prior to the "Pull". For more information and to sign up, contact Carmen Ryan at 229-5070 or, cryan@orovalleyaz.gov
Tucson Nature Conservancy Rainwater Harvesting Tours 

Educational public tours are held on various dates throughout the year at the Nature Conservancy’s Tucson office, 1510 E. Fort Lowell Rd.; information is presented on a variety of active and passive water harvesting techniques that can be implemented at homes and businesses. Call 622-3861 x 3437 for more information and to sign up for upcoming tour dates, or to arrange a special unscheduled group tour. Volunteers are also needed to lead these tours; training provided.  (July 09) Tucson Nature Conservancy Rainwater Harvesting Tours  
RESOURCES
PAG Water Footprint Card

http://www.pagnet.org/documents/Environment/WaterPledge.pdf
‘Clean Water Starts with Me’ Brochure

http://www.pagnet.org/documents/Environment/CleanWaterBrochure.pdf
‘Live, Breathe Clean Air’ Flyer

http://www.pagnet.org/documents/Environment/CleanAirFacts.pdf
Local and Heritage Foods Directory. Santa Cruz Heritage Alliance
www.SantaCruzHeritage.org/directory
Growing Smarter, Living Healthier: A Guide to Smart Growth

The EPA has released a new guidebook to help older adults access information about the importance of environmentally friendly community design and how to become involved in decisions about what is termed as “smart growth.  (Sept. 09)
http://www.epa.gov/aging/bhc/guide/index.html
EPA GreenChill Advanced Refrigeration Partnership

The GreenChill Advanced Refrigeration Partnership is an EPA cooperative alliance with the supermarket industry and other stakeholders to promote advanced technologies, strategies, and practices that reduce refrigerant charges and emissions of ozone-depleting substances and greenhouse gases. http://www.epa.gov/ozone/partnerships/greenchill/index.html (Sept. 09)

EPA Emission Standards Reference Guide
This new web site contains federal emission standards for on-road (light-duty and heavy-duty) and nonroad vehicles and engines, and related fuel sulfur standards. Each table includes the standards, useful life, warranty period, and the availability of averaging, banking, and trading (ABT).  In addition, the applicable CFR citations are provided. ((Sept. 09) 
http://www.epa.gov/otaq/standards/index.htm
Green Car Guide

Car shop with the Green Vehicle Guide to choose the cleanest and most fuel-efficient vehicle that meets your needs. http://www.epa.gov/greenvehicles (Sept. 09)

EPA Environmental Program for Middle School Students

In Philadelphia, the Student Environmental Development Program lets middle school students learn about sustaining the environment and earn money. 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/names/r03_2009-7-15_camp (Sept. 09)

New Arizona Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) Booklet 

The Arizona Game and Fish Department in cooperation with the State Parks Department have published a booklet containing all of the OHV management laws currently in effect in Arizona as well as a list of places to ride across the state. The booklet includes explanations about Arizona titling, registration and the OHV Decal, equipment and protective gear needed to ride as well as educational and training options and opportunities. Booklets are available at many locations including National Forest Service offices, Bureau of Land Management offices, the Arizona State Land Department Office, State Parks offices and all Game and Fish Department Offices. The booklet is also in downloadable PDF form on both the State Parks and Game and Fish Department Web sites at: www.azstateparks.com/ohv and www.azgfd.gov/ohv (Sept. 09)
Climate Change, Wildlife, and Wildlands Toolkit for Formal and Informal Educators
The kit contains case studies and activities based on climate science, environmental education and stewardship and are designed to educate students on becoming guardians of the ecosystem. EPA partnered with six other federal agencies to develop this new kit (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Aeronautics and Space Administration, 
National Park Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Forest Service, and Bureau of Land Management).  Toolkit: http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/wycd/CCWKit.html (Aug. 09)
Clean Energy Guidebook
EPA’s Clean Energy Lead by Example Guide helps states identify key strategies, resources and tools best-suited to their energy needs. Each strategy has been tested and is proven to be cost effective.  To download the guide and find out more about the program: http://epa.gov/cleanenergy/energy-programs/state-and-local/index.html (Aug. 09)
EPA’s Environmental Justice Resource Guide 

The EPA’s   Environmental Justice Resource Guide is now available. The Guide provides helpful list of funding sources, tools and resources available to community organizers. The EPA’s Environmental Justice Resource Guide is available online at: http://epa.gov/region09/ej/.  To request a copy, contact Sharon Murray at: murray.sharon@epa.gov; (415) 947-4250. (July 09)
EPA’s 2002 National-Scale Air Toxics Assessment

EPA has released the latest version of a state-of-the-science tool that estimates health risks from breathing air toxics in the United States. The National Air Toxics Assessment (NATA), based on 2002 air emissions data, helps federal, state, local and tribal governments identify areas and specific pollutants for further evaluation to better understand risks they may pose. 

More information on NATA: www.epa.gov/nata2002; Information on air toxics:  www.epa.gov/oar/toxicair/newtoxics.html (July 09)
Locate Recycling Centers for Analog Televisions 

To find electronic waste recyclers in your area, Visit http://www.azrecycles.gov/ and enter your ZIP code. Another website that offers this service is the Electronic Industries Alliance http://www.eia.org/ which provides a list of state-by-state e-cycling resources. (July 09)
EPA Information Web sites

Search for maps, alerts, and environmental data and information based on ZIP code or place name. http://www.epa.gov/myenvironment/ (July 09)

Key Energy Documents

PAG has identified a number of key energy documents that provide a comprehensive understanding of developments in the field of alternative energy.  This listing is updated frequently and is located on PAG’s web site:  http://www.pagnet.org/documents/GTSEP/GTSEPKeyEnergyDocuments.pdf
GRANTS
Biological Control Agent Development Project   

The U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI) is soliciting applications for funding to develop new biological control agents to control noxious weeds on public lands using an integrated weed management approach. Funding Opportunity Number: BLM-ID-NOI-09-1196; CFDA Number(s): 15.230 - Invasive and Noxious Plant Management.  Deadline: Aug. 31, 2009. 
Contact: Christine K Shaver, cshaver@blm.gov. Funding Announcement
Recovery Act (ARRA) - Early Career Research Program   

The Department of Energy’s (DOE) Office of Science is accepting applications for support under the Early Career Research Program in the following program areas: Advanced Scientific 
Computing Research (ASCR); Biological and Environmental Research (BER); Basic Energy Sciences (BES),Fusion Energy Sciences (FES); High Energy Physics (HEP), and Nuclear Physics 
(NP). The purpose of this program is to support the development of individual research programs of outstanding scientists early in their careers and to stimulate research careers in the areas supported by the DOE’s Office of Science. CFDA Number(s): 81.049 -- Office of Science Financial Assistance Program.   Funding Opportunity Number: DE-PS02-09ER09-26.  Deadline: Sept. 1, 2009.  Contact: Marilyn Oyler, Grant Specialist, (301) 903-3604;
 marilyn.oyler@science.doe.gov; Recovery Act (ARRA) - Early Career Research Program   
Recovery Act Funding for the Development of Training Programs for Commercial Building Equipment Technicians

The U.S. DOE’s National Energy Technology Laboratory (NETL), on behalf of the Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy’s (Eire’s) Building Technologies Program (BTP), is seeking applications for projects that focus on developing training programs for various building specialists. The programs shall use existing curricula or develop new training curricula for their course content. Projects will be funded, in whole or in part, with money appropriated by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, Pub. L. 111-5, (Recovery Act or Act). Funding Opportunity Number: DE-FOA-0000118.   Deadline: Sept. 1, 2009.   Contact: Juliana Heynes, heynes@netl.doe.gov. 
Development of Training Programs for Commercial Building Equipment Technicians
Small Business Innovation Research Program (SBIR) – Phase I

The SBIR program provides an opportunity for US-owned, for-profit small business firms to submit innovative, applied research and development projects addressing  problems facing American agriculture and that have the potential to lead to significant public benefit. Research proposals are accepted in any of the following areas: forests and related resources; plant production and protection biology; animal production and protection; air, water and soils; food science and nutrition; rural development; aquaculture; biofuels and biobased products; marketing and trade; animal manure management; small and mid-size farms and plant production and protection engineering. The SBIR program exists in three phases. The purpose of Phase I is to prove the scientific or technical feasibility of the proposed research and development effort. Phase I projects typically are for eight months. Phase II is the principal research and development effort and often involves moving the project from the laboratory to the field or the development of prototypes. Phase II projects typically are for 24 months. Phase III is the commercialization phase and there is no SBIR support provided for this phase. Phase I applications are due Sept. 3, 2009. Funding Opportunity Number: USDA-CSREES-SBIR-002363.   Contact:  (202) 401-4002 sbir@csrees.usda.gov; 
Small Business Innovation Research Program (SBIR) – Phase I
Community Renewable Energy Deployment - Recovery Act  

The U.S. DOE requests proposals for Community Renewable Energy Deployment.  This initiative will support communities with existing renewable energy technology plans that are ready to move into implementation of the plan through readily deployable renewable energy installations.  Successful applicants will demonstrate how large-scale renewable energy deployment will be facilitated through a comprehensive community energy strategy, adoption of codes and standards to support interconnection of renewable energy systems into the grid, financing, and partnerships with utilities, the renewable energy industry, and government agencies. Refer to Sol# DE-FOA-0000122.  Responses due Sept. 3, 2009.  Contact Uriel Trujillo, CRED_0000122@go.doe.gov;  
Community Renewable Energy Deployment - Recovery Act  
Energy Training Partnership Grants - Recovery Act

The U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) requests proposals for Energy Training Partnership Grants.  This program will support training and placement services in the energy efficiency and 
renewable energy industries, green occupations within other industries, individuals in need of updated training related to the energy efficiency and renewable energy industries, and unemployed workers. Deadline Sept.  4, 2009.  Refer to Sol# SGA-DFA-PY-08-18. Contact Janice Sheel, Sheelor.Janice@dol.gov; Energy Training Partnership Grants - Recovery Act
DOE SBIR/STTR Phase I - Recovery Act

The DOE requests proposals from small businesses for Phase I of the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR)/Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) Program.  The emphasis of this RFP is on clean energy technology.  The following areas are of particular interest:  advanced building air conditioning and refrigeration, thermal load shifting, and cool roofs; water usage in electric power production; power plant cooling; advanced gas turbines and materials; sensors, controls, and wireless networks; advanced water power technology development; smart controllers for smart grid application; advanced solar technologies; advanced industrial technologies development; advanced manufacturing processes.  Sol# DE-PS02-09ER09-27. Responses due Sept. 4, 2009. Contact sbir-sttr@science.doe.gov ; DOE SBIR/STRR Phase I
Recovery Act - Trail Development and Maintenance   

The U.S. Department of the Interior is providing funding for nonprofit groups (501(c) (3) status with the IR), specifically education Youth Corp and Conservation Groups for trail development and maintenance. Funding Opportunity Number: BLM-AZ-RFA-09-1583; CFDA Number(s): 15.225 - Recreation Resource Management. Deadline: Sept. 13, 2009. Contact: Paul Stout, paul_stout@blm.gov; Trail Development and Maintenance
Indoor Environments: Reducing Public Exposure to Indoor Pollutants   

EPA announces the availability of funds for the demonstration, training, outreach and/or education cooperative agreements that will have a national scale impact to reduce exposure to indoor air contaminants and yield measurable environmental outcomes. Funding Opportunity Number: EPA-OAR-ORIA-09-09. Deadline: Sept. 14, 2009. Contact:  Victoria Drew at: QsonNationalIndoorAirRFP2009@epa.gov; Indoor Pollutants
Rural Community Development Initiative

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) requests proposals for the Rural Community Development Initiative.  This program supports intermediary organizations in developing their capacity to undertake housing, community facilities and community and economic development projects in rural areas. Refer to Sol# USDA-RD-HCFP-RCDI-2009.   Responses due Sept. 24, 2009. For more information, including state-specific contacts: Rural Community
EPA Region 9: Indoor Environments: Reducing Public Exposure to Indoor Pollutants   

EPA Region 9 is soliciting proposals from eligible entities for projects to support demonstration, training, outreach and/or education projects to reduce exposure to indoor pollutants for K-12 schools and homes. These projects are expected to achieve environmental results in one or more indoor air quality priority areas. Proposals may address more than one area. Funding Opportunity Number: EPA-R9-AIR6-09-007.   Deadline: Sept. 29, 2009. Contact Shelly Rosenblum, (415) 947-4193. Indoor Pollutants Region 9
Endangered Species - Recovery Implementation

This U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  (USFWS) Recovery Implementation funding opportunity is for projects that will contribute to the recovery of endangered and threatened species, particularly for projects carrying out actions described in the implementation schedule of a 
species’ approved recovery plan, or actions recommended in a completed 5-year status review of the species. Funding Opportunity Number: ES-RI-09. Deadline: Sept. 30, 2009. 
Endangered Species
Endangered Species - Candidate Conservation Implementation   

This USFWS funding opportunity is for projects that will contribute to preventing the need to list candidate species and for projects that benefit at-risk species that are potential candidates, and particularly for those actions that address threats identified in Candidate Assessments. Funding Opportunity Number: FWS-ES-BCC-09; CFDA Number(s): 15.660 - Endangered Species - Candidate Conservation Action Funds.  Deadline: Sept. 30, 2009. Contact: Jeanette Green, 
Program Specialist; (703) 358-2206:  Endangered Species Candidate
Recovery Act - Fish Passage

The USFWS is announcing funding opportunities under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) for habitat restoration through the National Fish Passage Program. Under the ARRA, additional funding is available for habitat restoration through the National Fish Passage Program These Recovery Act funds are available for habitat restoration projects that address high priority aquatic habitats. Projects must provide direct benefits to Federal Trust species (i.e., migratory birds, threatened and endangered species, inter-jurisdictional fish, certain marine mammals and species of international concern). Funding Opportunity Number: RECOVERYACT-NATIONALFISHHABITATPLAN.  Deadline: Sept. 30, 2009. Region 2 Contact (includes Arizona): Quincy Pence, Quincy_Pence@fws.gov; (Fish Passage512) 353-0011 x 235.  
School Construction Program – Recovery Act

The U.S. Department of Education requests proposals for the Impact Aid Discretionary Construction Program.  This program provides support for emergency repairs and modernization of school facilities to local educational agencies that submitted applications for funding under Section 8002 (Payments for Federal Property) or Section 8003 (Basic Support Payments) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act.  Additional rating points given for projects utilizing energy-efficient and recyclable materials and projects that use alternative building methods and materials.  Responses due Oct. 1, 2009. Sol# ED-GRANTS-081709-001. Contact: Kristen Walls-Rivas,  Impact.Aid@ed.gov. School Construction
Infrastructure for Higher Ethanol Blends – Recovery Act   

The DOE requests proposals for Expansion of Infrastructure for Higher Ethanol Blends.  Through this RFP, DOE seeks to increase the availability and use of potential gasoline/ethanol blends up to E85 (85% ethanol).  Areas of interest include:  refueling Infrastructure for ethanol blends - projects to modify, upgrade, or expand the infrastructure at retail fueling locations to accommodate gasoline-ethanol blends up to E85, and outreach for ethanol blends - projects which will increase public awareness of the benefits, safety, and use of ethanol blends as a transportation fuel.  Responses due Oct. 4, 2009. Sol# DE-FOA-0000125. Contact Hank Eggink,  hank.eggink@go.doe.gov;  Higher Ethanol Blends
Local Energy Assurance Plans - Recovery Act

The DOE requests proposals for the Local Energy Assurance Planning (LEAP) Initiative.  This initiative, which is restricted to U.S. cities, focuses on developing new, or refining existing, plans to integrate new energy portfolios (renewables, biofuels, etc) and new applications, such as Smart Grid technology into energy assurance and emergency preparedness plans.    Responses due Oct. 8, 2009. Sol# DE-FOA-0000098.Contact Diane Franklin, diane.franklin@netl.doe.gov; Local Energy
Greening High Schools    

The Student Conservation Association requests proposals for the Green Your School Contest.  This is a national competition that awards projects that have, or will, improve the environmental health of the school.  Responses due Oct. 9, 2009.  Greening High Schools
Proposal Guidelines for Brownfields Assessment Grants   

The Small Business Liability Relief and Brownfields Revitalization Act (“Brownfields Law”, P.L. 107-118) requires the EPA to publish guidance to assist applicants in preparing proposals for grants to assess and clean up brownfield sites. EPA provides brownfields funding for three types of grants: (1) Brownfields Assessment Grants: provides funds to inventory, characterize, assess, and conduct planning (including cleanup planning) and community involvement related to brownfield sites; (2) Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) Grants: provides funds for a grant recipient to capitalize a revolving fund and to make loans and provide subgrants to carry out cleanup activities at brownfield sites and: (3) Brownfields Cleanup Grants: provides funds to carry out cleanup activities at a specific brownfield site owned by the applicant. Under these guidelines, EPA is seeking proposals for Assessment Grants only. Funding Opportunity Number: EPA-OSWER-OBLR-09-04;   CFDA Number(s): 66.818 -- Brownfields Assessment and Cleanup Cooperative Agreements. Deadline: Oct. 16, 2009. Contact: Megan Quinn; (202) 566-2773.  Brownfield Assessment Grants
Fall 2009 EPA Science to Achieve Results (STAR) Graduate Student Fellowships The EPA, as part of its Science to Achieve Results (STAR) program, is offering graduate fellowships for masters and doctoral level students in environmental fields of study. The deadline is Oct. 22, 2009 for receipt of applications. Subject to availability of funding, the Agency plans to award approximately 120 new fellowships by June 30, 2010. Master's level students may receive support for a maximum of two years. Doctoral students may be supported for a maximum of three years, usable over a period of four years. Funding Opportunity Number: EPA-F2009-STAR-A1; CFDA Number(s): 66.514 -Science to Achieve Results (STAR) Fellowship Program. Contact: Brandon Jones; (800) 490-9194.  2009FellowshipsRFA@epa.gov; STAR Fellowships
Fall 2009 EPA Science to Achieve Results (STAR) Graduate Student Fellowships   

The EPA, as part of its Science to Achieve Results (STAR) program, is offering graduate fellowships for masters and doctoral level students in environmental fields of study. The deadline is Oct. 22, 2009. Subject to availability of funding, the Agency plans to award approximately 120 new fellowships by June 30, 2010. Master's level students may receive support for a maximum of two years. Doctoral students may be supported for a maximum of three years, usable over a period of four years. Funding Opportunity Number: EPA-F2009-STAR-B1; CFDA Number(s): 66.514 -Science To Achieve Results (STAR) Fellowship Program  

Agency Name.  Contact: Brandon Jones, (800) 490-9194.

2009FellowshipsRFA@epa.gov; STAR Fellowships
Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation Act (NMBCA) Grants   

The USFWS, Division of Bird Habitat Conservation (DBHC) is responsible for managing the NMBCA grants program and administers all grants. Applicants submit project proposals to the DBHC during the program’s one funding cycle per year. All organizations applying for a grant must follow the instructions. In addition, applicants should review the Frequently Asked Questions page and the following guidelines before writing a proposal: for projects with field activities located exclusively within the United States: U.S. Grant Policies; for projects with field activities located exclusively outside of the United States: LAC Grant Policies; for projects with field activities located both inside and outside the United States: both U.S. Grant Policies and LAC Grant Policies apply. Funding Opportunity Number: NMBCA-10-NEOTROP-623; CFDA 
Number(s): 15.623 - North American Wetlands Conservation Fund.  Deadline:  Nov. 2, 2009. Andrea Grosse, NMBCA Coordinator  Wildlife Biologist; (301) 497-2472. 
Instructions: Bird Conservation Grants  

Clean Air Research Centers  

The EPA, as part of its STAR program, is seeking applications for Clean Air Research Centers. EPA is interested in supporting research on the health effects of exposure to particulate matter (PM), ozone and other air pollutants, both singly and in multipollutant atmospheres. Priority research areas include: explaining regional and temporal differences in air pollution risk; determining the origins and transformations of multipollutant atmospheres and their constituents; defining exposure/concentration-response relationships; assessing susceptibility; understanding PM effects in a multipollutant context; and developing greater understanding of PM and ozone health effects. EPA is seeking proposals for integrated, multidisciplinary research centers that will advance understanding air pollution and human health effects. Funding Opportunity Number: EPA-RC2009-STAR-C1.  Contact: Stacey Katz, katz.stacey@epa.gov; (202) 343-9855. Deadline: Nov. 16, 2009. Clean Air Research 
Environmental Information Exchange Network 

The EPA requests proposals for the National Environmental Information Exchange Network Grant Program.  This program supports the development of information technology and information management capabilities needed to actively participate in the Exchange Network, a secure, Internet and standards-based way to support electronic data reporting, sharing, and integration of both regulatory and non-regulatory environmental data. Sol# EPA-OEI-10-01.   Responses due Nov. 20, 2009. Contact Edward Mixon, mixon.edward@epa.go;
Environmental Information Network
Interdisciplinary Solar Energy Research   

The NSF Divisions of Chemistry (CHE), Materials Research (DMR), and Mathematical Sciences (DMS) requests proposals for the CHE-DMR-DMS Solar Energy Initiative.  The purpose of this initiative is to support potentially catalytic interdisciplinary work by groups of researchers to address the scientific challenges of efficient harvesting, conversion, and storage of solar energy.  The intent is to encourage new collaborations in which the mathematical sciences are linked in a synergistic way with the chemical and materials sciences to develop novel, potentially transformative approaches in an area of much activity but largely incremental advances Refer to Sol# 09-604.  Preliminary proposals due Dec. 8, 2009; final proposals due March 10, 2010.  Solar Energy Research
Southwest Region Aquatic Invasive Species

This funding opportunity provides assistance in preventing, managing and controlling aquatic invasive species within the USFWS’s Southwest Region. This includes a process to fund State Aquatic Nuisance Species (ANS) Management Plans as approved by the Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force and authorized by the Nonindigenous Aquatic Nuisance Prevention and Control Act of 1990, and also includes a process to fund cooperative agreements with institutions of higher education who partner with the USFWS in coordinating the prevention, management and control of aquatic invasive species. Contact: David Britton, Asst. ANS Coordinator, (817) 272-3714, david_britton@fws.gov. Funding Opportunity Number: FWS-R2-AIS. Deadline: March 31, 2010.  SW Aquatic Invasive Species
Recovery Act Funds - Environmental Internships   

The USFWS is an environmental Federal Agency with offices throughout the United States. Through on-site activities located at a variety of field stations, including wildlife refuges, fish hatcheries, and ecological services offices, individuals or groups will be introduced to natural 
resource careers through “hands-on” work with, and training by, natural resource professionals employed by the USFWS. The goal is to help develop a new generation of enthused and effective conservationists and ecologists. Each selected individual or group is given the opportunity to serve a seasonal on-site assignment, usually scheduled between 
June 1st and September 30th. During the assignments, individuals or groups are introduced to various real-world conservation and rehabilitation activities such as invasive species management, habitat restoration, wildlife management and public education and interpretation, mixed with informal and formal training sessions directed by USFWS. The USFWS hereby invites submission of proposals from all potential sources willing and able to cooperatively administer a program for identifying and recruiting individuals or groups for assignments at various USFWS stations. Funding Opportunity Number: ARRA-FWS-09-010. Deadline: Sept. 30, 2010. Environmental Internships
Grant.gov Web site
Information about applying for competitive federal grants can be located through the Web site www.grants.gov. This Web site allows organizations to find and apply for more than $400 billion in federal grants. A full description of the program as well as a web cast describing how to use the resource is available on the Web site.

FEDERAL REGISTERS AND REGULATORY NOTICES
Federal Level
EPA Region 9 seeks comment on options to reduce air pollution coming from Four Corners Power Plants

The  EPA is seeking public comment on its technical analysis and options for reducing air pollution from two power plants in the Four Corners area that affect air quality and visibility at nearby national parks, wilderness areas, and national monuments.  The advanced notice of proposed rulemaking (ANPR), among other criteria, compares the cost and visibility modeling inputs used by the facilities with those inputs used by the EPA. The agency is providing a 30-day public comment period on the ANPR and is not taking action or proposing a best available retrofit technology determination at this time.  The EPA expects to propose the technology that will be used to reduce air pollution coming from the two power plants this fall.  

Although the ANPR focuses on the visibility improvements at the surrounding national park and wilderness areas, and the cost effectiveness of applying best available retrofit technology at the two power plants, the agency will accept comments on other factors, such as the remaining useful life of the facilities, existing controls at the facilities, energy and non-air quality environmental impacts.  Contacts: Colleen McKaughan, mckaughan.colleen@epa.gov, Air Division; (520) 498-0118; Anita Lee, lee.anita@epa.gov, Permits Office Air Division, (415) 972-3958; Ann Lyons, lyons.ann@epa.gov, Office of Regional Counsel, 415-972-3883.  Additional information on the advanced notice of proposed rulemaking is available at: http://www.epa.gov/region09/air/navajo/index.html  (Aug. 20, 2009).
Proposed Rule: Approval and Promulgation of Limited Maintenance Plan for Carbon Monoxide State of Arizona, Tucson Air Planning Area

Pursuant to the Clean Air Act, EPA is proposing to approve two State Implementation Plan (SIP) revisions submitted by the State of Arizona. The State submitted the 2008 Revision to the

Carbon Monoxide Limited Maintenance Plan (CO LMP) for the Tucson Air Planning Area (TAPA) on July 10, 2008. EPA is proposing to approve the 2008 CO LMP because it provides for the maintenance of the carbon monoxide national ambient air quality standard within the (TAPA) through the second 10-year portion of the maintenance period. EPA is also proposing 
to approve a statutory provision that was submitted by the State on June 22, 2009, as a revision to the SIP that extends the life of the State’s vehicle emissions inspection program 
through the end of 2016. EPA is taking this action pursuant to those provisions of the Clean Air Act that obligate the Agency to take action on submittals of revisions to SIP. The effect of this action would be to make certain commitments related to maintenance of the carbon monoxide standard in the TAPA federally enforceable as part of the Arizona SIP. Written comments must be received at the address below on or before Sept. 4, 2009. Submit comments, docket number EPA–R09–OAR–2008–0379, by one of the following methods: 1. Federal e-rulemaking Portal: http://www.regulations.gov; 2. E-mail: robin.marty@epa.gov; 3. Mail or deliver: Marty Robin (AIR–2), U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region IX, 75 Hawthorne Street, San Francisco, CA 94105–3901. All comments will be included in the public docket without change and may be made available online at http://www.regulations.gov; 4.  CFR Part 52; [EPA–R09–OAR–2008–0379; FRL–8940–3]; http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/pdf/E9-18693.pdf (Aug. 5, 2009).
EPA to Reconsider Monitoring Requirements for Airborne Lead 

EPA will reconsider some of its lead outdoor air pollution monitoring requirements to ensure that the most vulnerable Americans are adequately protected from exposure to airborne lead. EPA revised its air quality monitoring requirements for lead in 2008, at the same time the agency tightened the national air quality standards for lead for the first time in 30 years; EPA is not reconsidering the lead standards.  The current rule requires air quality monitoring in areas where any industry emits at least one ton of lead to the air each year and in the 101 urban areas with populations of 500,000 or more. 

As part of this proposed action, EPA will consider whether additional monitoring near industrial sources of lead is warranted. The agency also will reconsider the monitoring requirements for urban areas as part of its review. 

EPA will issue a proposal and take public comment before deciding whether to revise the lead monitoring requirements. The agency anticipates issuing a proposal for public review and comment later this summer and a final rule in early spring 2010. (7/22/09). http://www.epa.gov/air/lead/
EPA Extends Comment Deadline for Proposed Cement Plant Rules

EPA is extending the public comment deadline to Sept. 4, 2009, on a proposal to slash mercury emissions and other pollutants from Portland cement kilns. The proposed standards would also set emission limits for total hydrocarbons and particulate matter from cement kilns of all sizes and would reduce hydrochloric acid emissions from kilns that are large hydrochloric acid emitters. More information on proposed rule: http://www.epa.gov/ttn/oarpg/t3/fact_sheets/portland_prop_fs042109.pdf. Proposed rule as published in the Federal Register on May 6, 2009: 
http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-AIR/2009/May/Day-06/a10206.htm 
Arizona
ADEQ PUBLIC HEARING: Air Quality: Proposed SIP Revision under Clean Air Act Section 110(a) (1) and (2)

ADEQ will hold a public hearing to receive comments on a proposed SIP Revision for Clean Air

Act (CAA) Section 110(a) (1) and (2) (A) through (M) for the 2006 PM2.5 National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) and the 1997 PM2.5 and 8-hour ozone NAAQS. This revision will demonstrate State provision for implementation, maintenance, and enforcement of such standards, including provisions for monitoring, emissions inventories, and modeling designed 
to assure attainment and maintenance of the NAAQS. A public hearing on the SIP Revision will be held on Wednesday, Sept. 16, 2009, at 4:30 p.m., at the Arizona Department of 
Environmental Quality, Room 145, 1110 West Washington Street, Phoenix, AZ 85007. All interested parties will be given an opportunity at the public hearing to submit relevant
comments, data, and views, orally and in writing. The public comment period for this SIP Revision will end at the conclusion of the public hearing or 6:00 p.m. on Sept. 16, 2009, whichever is later. All written comments should be addressed, faxed, or e-mailed to: John J. Englander, Air Quality Planning Section, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality, 1110 W. Washington St. Phoenix, AZ 85007; (602) 771-4781; FAX: (602) 771-2366; englander.john@azdeq.gov. A copy of the proposal is available on the ADEQ web site events and notices calendar at the following Web address: http://www.azdeq.gov/cgi-bin/vertical.pl  or at the following location: ADEQ Library, first floor, 1110 W. Washington St, Phoenix, AZ 85007; Attn: Lori Cona, (602) 771-2217.

Notice of Rulemaking Docket Opening

Department of Environmental Quality Water Quality Standards Proposes to update the surface water quality standards rules by amending definitions and clarifying the applicability of the water standards rule. The article establishes water quality standards that apply to facilities licensed under the Aquifer Protection Permit (APP) program. The current status of this or any department rulemaking can be assessed by checking the department’s draft and proposed rules web page at: http://azdeq.gov/function/laws/draft.html 
WATER QUALITY PERMITS - NOTICES OF PROPOSED ACTION 
PAG receives Notices of Proposed Action for water quality permits from the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality. This is a list of the most recent notices received by PAG. All of these notices are filed at PAG and are available for public review. A comment period (usually 30 days) is allowed for each permit application listed below.
	Facility / Location
	Permit Description
	Notice Date / Comment Period

	Avra Valley Wastewater Reclamation  Facility, Pima County
	Significant amendment to APP Permit No. 100642 to operate a 4.0 MGD facility, producing class B+ reclaimed water.  Effluent disposal into percolation ponds or discharged under AZPDES Permit. 
	Notice date: March 19, 2008, with 30 day comment period

	Avra Valley Wastewater Reclamation  Facility, Pima County
	Issuance of Aquifer Protection Permit (APP) Permit No. 100642 to operate a 4.0 MGD facility
	Notice date: February 9, 2009, with 30 day comment period


TO DOCUMENTS LINKS of Interest
Breathe Well, Live Well: An Asthma Management Program for Adults. American Lung Association. June 2009.
Global Climate Change Impacts in the United States. June 2009. U.S. Global Change Research Program
3rd Annual City of Tucson’s Sustainability Report. June 2009.  Tucson’s Office of Conservation and Sustainable Development. 
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